INTRODUCTION
The South American Andean bee fauna remains among the least known in the world. Many areas in this region are largely unexplored and material deposited in collections and available for study is scarce. Gonzalez & Engel (2004) reviewed for the first time the biology, diversity, biogeography, and distribution of the assemblage of bees occurring at high elevations in the Andes from Venezuela to Peru. While recording about 131 species in 33 genera from five extant bee families, Gonzalez & Engel (2004) demonstrated the uniqueness of this fauna, which parallels the Andean flora Gonzalez & al.: A new Lonchopria from Colombia 2014 3
"transient" when collected at high elevations even though they clearly belong to other elevations and ecosystems. For an overview of the topography, vegetation, and geological history of the Andean region see Gonzalez & Engel (2004) and references therein.
SYSTEMATICS
Genus Lonchopria Vachal Subgenus Biglossa Friese Lonchopria (Biglossa) comforti Gonzalez & Engel, new species ZooBank: urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:60420568-D290-44AD-938C-AC193F47A9AE Diagnosis: The female of this species can be recognized by the following combination of characters: clypeus largely asetose and impunctate except on depressed, mediobasal area (Figs. 3, 5) ; integument dark brown to black with weak metallic bluish or greenish highlights on face and mesoscutum (Figs. 5, 6) ; mesoscutum imbricate with punctures separated by at least a puncture width (Fig. 6) ; and metasomal terga with sparse basal and apical yellowish fasciae (Figs. 1, 2, 8) . The male can be recognized by the following combination of characters: clypeus with punctate, depressed median area occupying about basal two-thirds of clypeal length (Fig. 11) ; legs unmodified, not swollen nor with tooth or projections; malar area linear; head, mesosoma (excluding legs), and metasomal terga with distinct bluish or greenish highlights (Figs. 9, 10) ; and metasomal terga with distinct apical yellowish fasciae. The female of L. comforti resembles that of a presently unnamed species of Lonchopria from Norte de Santander, Colombia (Gonzalez & Engel, in press) , both with the clypeus largely asetose and impunctate except on depressed, mediobasal area, and the body pubescence dark brown to black. It differs from that species in the larger depressed median area of the clypeus (occupying about basal two-thirds of clypeal length in L. comforti; basal half of clypeus in the unnamed species); head and mesosoma with weak metallic bluish or greenish highlights, sometimes on the metasomal terga (absent in the unnamed species); metasomal terga with sparse basal and apical yellowish fasciae (absent in the unnamed species); and metasomal terga dull and strongly imbricate (metasomal terga shinier and weakly imbricate in the unnamed species). Additionally, L. comforti is known from the Central cordillera while the unnamed species occurs from the Eastern cordillera, near the border with Venezuela (Gonzalez & Engel, in press) .
Description: ♀: Body length 11.7 mm (10.5-12.7, x̄ = 11.2, n = 13); forewing length 8.2 mm (8.2-8.8, x̄ = 8.5, n = 10); head width 3.6 mm (3.4-3.8, x̄ = 3.6, n = 13), length 2.9 mm (2.6-2.9, x̄ = 2.8, n = 13). Head 1.2 times wider than long; inner orbits of compound eyes slightly converging below (Fig. 5) ; intertorular distance about twice as long as median ocellar diameter, 0.7 times of torulorbital distance; torulus diameter about as wide as median ocellar diameter; ocellocular distance 2.5 times median ocellar diameter, about twice as long as ocelloccipital distance; interocellar distance 0.9 times length of ocellocular distance, 2.2 times median ocellar diameter; compound eye about three times longer than broad; gena widest medially, 0.9 times narrower than compound eye in profile; mandible not apically expanded, with small preapical tooth (Fig. 4) ; clypeus protuberant in profile, disc convex with distinct median depression on basal twothirds (Figs. 3, 5) ; scape 5.7 times longer than broad; pedicel about as long as broad, Michener, 1989 Michener, , 2007 . Floral records taken from the literature and museum specimens (vide Gonzalez & Engel, in press ). 
Journal of Melittology 6
No. 43 0.6 times length of first flagellomere; first flagellomere 1.3 times longer than broad, 1.5 times longer than second; second flagellomere broader than long, slightly shorter than third, remaining flagellomeres progressively increasing in length, apical flagellomere longest. Intertegular distance 2.5 mm (2.5-2.7, x̄ = 2.6, n = 13). Protibial spur with apical portion of rachis long, about as long as malus length, with distinct row of eight elongate branches, not including apical portion of rachis (7-9 branches in some paratypes); inner metatibial spur with distinct row of nine elongate branches, not including apical portion of rachis (10 branches in some paratypes). Head and mesosoma with mainly yellowish to light reddish brown setae mixed with dark brown to black setae on frons, vertex, mesoscutum, and pleura dorsally; legs with dark brown to gray setae except coxae and femora of all legs with yellowish setae. Metasoma with dark brown setae except distal margins of T1-T4 and basal areas of T2-T5 with yellowish fasciae.
Clypeus largely impunctate, smooth, and shining, except lateral areas and midbasal depression imbricate, with punctures separated by a puncture width or less; (Fig. 6) ; mesoscutellum imbricate with punctures separated by 1-2 times a puncture width, sparser on disc; metanotum imbricate with punctures smaller and shallower than those on mesoscutum, separated by about a puncture width or less. Pleura imbricate with punctures separated by a puncture width or less; metepisternum transversely striate near wing base. Propodeum with basal area strongly and finely imbricate and impunctate, lateral and posterior surfaces strongly imbricate with punctures separated by 1-2 times a puncture width or less. Metasoma finely imbricate with small punctures separated by 2-4 times a puncture width on T1, those on T2-T4 smaller and denser, T5 with larger punctures than on T1, separated by 2-4 times a puncture width basally, much closer distall; sterna with punctures separated by a puncture width or less. ♂: As described for the female, except for usual secondary sexual characteristics and the following: Body length 8.5-9.7 mm (x̄ = 9.1, n = 6); forewing length 7.1-7.8 mm (x̄ = 7.4, n = 5); head width 3.0-3.3 mm (x̄ = 3.2, n = 6), length 2.4-2.7 mm (x̄ = 2.6, n = 6). Inner orbits of compound eyes converging below (Fig. 11) ; intertorular distance 2.4 times median ocellar diameter, about as long as torulorbital distance; ocellocular distance 2.9 times median ocellar diameter, 1.9 times ocelloccipital distance; interocellar distance 0.8 times length of ocellocular distance; compound eye 2.4 times longer than broad; mandible apically expanded, with large preapical tooth (Fig. 12) ; frontal line carinate, extending from median ocellus to supraclypeal area, abruptly ending at that point as small tooth (better seen in profile) (Fig. 11) ; scape 8.0 times longer than broad; flagellum in repose reaching mesoscutellum, first flagellomere 1.6 times longer than broad, 1.2 times longer than second; second flagellomere 1.3 times longer than broad, about as long as third. Intertegular distance 2.0-2.2 mm (x̄ = 2.2, n = 6). Protibial spur with apical portion of rachis long, 0.6 times length of malus, with distinct row of 10-13 elongate branches (not including apical portion of rachis); inner metatibial spur ciliate.
Color as in female but with legs largely dark reddish brown and with more conspicuous metallic bluish or greenish highlights on head, mesosoma, and metasomal terga (Figs. 10, 11) .
Pubescence paler, longer, and sparser than in female. Metasoma with denser and longer apical fasciae on T2-T5. Integument with sculpturing as described for the female, except frons strongly imbricate and with denser punctures, and mesoscutum and mesoscutellum weakly imbricate to nearly smooth. Genital capsule and associated hidden sterna as in Figs Comments: Unlike the holotype, some female paratypes have lighter body pubescence and the integument largely dark reddish brown with more metallic bluish or greenish highlights on the head, mesosoma, and metasomal terga.
This species has been collected between 2000 and 2500 m elevation in the Central Andes of Colombia. It appears to be present year-round, as specimens have been captured from January through August.
Etymology: This species honors Mr. Mark Douglas Comfort (6 August 1962-24 November 2014). Doug was a courageous, resilient, smart, kind, and gifted man, who was a lifelong musician and songwriter. He was a committed member of the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church in Salina, Kansas, who strongly advocated for healthy, purposeful, and active living. Doug is survived by his wife Louise and two sons, Kane and Lucas, his father Dave, and siblings Mike, Mitch, Jeff, and Julie. "Uncle Doug" is sorely missed.
Key to Species of Biglossa

Females
We were not able to examine the female of L. thoracica (Friese); L. alopex Cockerell and L. inca Cockerell are known only from the male. Thus, these species are not included in the key.
1.
Clypeus punctate throughout or nearly so, without distinct mediobasal depressed area . Clypeus largely asetose and impunctate except on depressed, mediobasal area (Fig. 3) 
Males
The Bolivian species L. alopex is known only from the male. It is not included in this key but, based on the original description, it might run to L. deceptrix (Moure) from Argentina. The male of the undescribed species from Norte de Santander, Colombia, is unknown (Gonzalez & Engel, in press 
DISCUSSION
As in many groups of bees (Gonzalez et al., 2013b) , a significant amount of work remains to be done in the species-level taxonomy of Lonchopria. For example, based on the material we examined at SEMC, several other new species from Argentina, Chile, and Peru were recognized during this study. However, we chose not to include them here until a comprehensive treatment of the group is undertaken and more material is examined from those countries where the genus is most diverse. The preliminary key to the species presented here would allow the recognition of almost all named species of Biglossa. To date, the only available key is that of Moure (1949) for the three Argentinean species he separated in Biglossidia Moure, and that Michener (1989) synonymized under Biglossa.
During the last decade, at least 27 species and six genera from the high elevations in the tropical Andes have been documented in the literature. That is, a total of 158 identified species and 39 genera are today known from high elevations of the Andes from Venezuela through Peru (Appendix). Apidae and Halictidae remain as the most diverse families, together accounting for nearly half of the total species. The most diverse genera are Neocorynura Schrottky (18 species), Augochlora Smith (16 species), Anthidium Fabricius (16 species), Chilicola Spinola (15 species), and Bombus Latreille (14 species). Although Augochlora is a species-rich lineage, there has been no modern revision of the group and several of the species established by Vachal may prove to be synonyms, thereby considerably reducing its purported diversity in the Andes. Indeed, many of the genera are in need of a modern consideration of species hypotheses as in the case of Lonchopria. Although some genera, such as Neocorynura and Bombus, appear to be equally diverse across the tropical Andean region, others seem to be more diverse in particular areas or habitats. For example, Anthidium are highly diverse in ecoregions on the western flank of the Andes of Peru and Ecuador, namely the Central Andean dry puna, Sechura Desert, and the Central Andean puna (Gonzalez & Griswold, 2013) . A number of halictine genera occur in elevations close to the 2500 m mark set as "high elevations". For example, species of Ischnomelissa Engel (Engel, 2013) , Chlerogas Vachal (Engel, 2009a (Engel, , 2010a Engel & Gonzalez, 2009; Engel et al., 2006) , Caenaugochlora Michener (Gonçalves & Engel, 2010) , and Chlerogella (Engel, 2010b; Engel & Rasmussen, 2013) sometimes meet and exceed 2400 m and it is possible that some of those species, or new species closely related, may eventually be discovered at or above 2500 m. Therefore, a greater diversity is expected at higher elevations as more habitats and locations are sampled across the Andean region.
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The highest reaches of the Andes are ripe for research, with a continually growing fauna of unique composition. The biology and status of these species are in need of considerable study, and some endemic groups may be susceptible to the influences of human-mediated climate change given that there is a fixed, upper-elevational limit to which they and their associated flora can escape. As their 'island' peaks become augmented from rising temperatures and environmental degradation, entire ecosystems not represented further down the slopes may disappear. This makes it imperative that efforts be undertaken now to survey the highest regions of the Andes and grants us the opportunity to understand this rich bee fauna before it is eroded or even lost. 
APPENDIX Checklist of High-Elevation, Andean Bees
Below is an updated checklist of bees at high elevations (over 2500 m) in the Andean region. The original checklist was provided in Gonzalez & Engel (2004) .
Annotations in the table are as follow: Sociality (Soc.): SC = eusocial; Sm = semisocial; C = communal; S = solitary; P = cleptoparasitic. Geographic distribution (Geogr. distr.): Venezuela (Ve), Colombia (Co), Ecuador (Ec), Peru (Pe). Elevational distribution (Elev. distr.): R = restricted to high elevations (> 2500 m); W = widespread, found from lowlands to highlands; T = transient, collected at high elevations even though they clearly belong to other elevations and ecosystems; ? = insufficient information available. 
